
IN RE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2011-433-C - ORDER NO. 2012-76

FEBRUARY 10, 2012

Application of Fairfield Communications, )
Inc. to Amend Its Certificate of Public )

Convenience and Necessity to Provide Local )

Exchange and Exchange Access )
Telecommunications Services for Expanded )

Authority to Customers Located in Certain )

Areas Being Served by BellSouth )

Telecommunications, LLC d/b/a AT&T )

South Carolina in Richland County )

ORDER GRANTING

EXPEDITED REVIEW

AND APPROVING

APPLICATION FOR

EXPANDED AUTHORITY

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") in connection with the Application of Fairfield Communications, Inc.

("Applicant" or "Fairfield") to expand its authority to provide local exchange and

exchange access telecommunications services to customers located in certain areas being

served by BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC d/b/a AT&T South Carolina ("AT&T').

The Applicant has further requested expedited review and waiver of the formal

evidentiary hearing, and has also requested flexible regulation of its service offerings.

We have reviewed the Application and all of the materials submitted in support thereof,

including the verified testimony of Mr. J. Brian Singleton, and have determined the

requested expansion of authority to be in the public interest. We grant expedited review

and approve the Application.

The Applicant is organized as a corporation in the State of South Carolina, and has

previously been issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity by this
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Commission. In 2003,the CommissiongrantedtheApplicanta certificatein DocketNo.

2002-355-Cto providelocalexchangeandexchangeaccessserviceto customerslocatedin

the Winnsboro exchangecurrently being servedby Frontier Communicationsof the

Carolinas,Inc., formerlyVerizonSouth,Inc. SeeOrderNo. 2003-41in DocketNo. 2002-

355-C. In 2007,theCommissiongrantedtheApplicant'srequestto amendits certificateto

permit it to providelocalexchangeandexchangeaccessserviceto customerslocatedwithin

the portion of AT&T's servicearealocatedwithin KershawCounty. SeeCommission

Order No. 2007-1 in DocketNo. 2002-355-C. Both the certificateand the amended

certificatewere grantedto the Applicant upon a finding by the Commissionthat the

Applicant hasthe technical,financial,and managerialresourcessufficient to provide the

requestedserviceswithin the Stateof SouthCarolina,andthat theApplicantmet all other

requirementsof certification.TheApplicantcontinuesto meettheserequirements.

TheApplicantproposesto expandits serviceto thoseareascurrentlybeingserved

by AT&T in RichlandCounty. TheApplicantinitially will providespecialaccessservices

in RichlandCounty pursuantto its existingAccessServicesTariffs. The Applicantwill

providea full rangeof local exchangeand exchangeaccessservicesin RichlandCounty

onceplant andfacilitiesarein placeto enabletheApplicantto providesuchservicesin the

expandedarea.TheApplicant'sproposedlocalexchangeandexchangeaccessserviceswill

beprovidedto customerslocatedin theexpandedareaunderthe sametermsandconditions

as it is currentlyprovidingto customersin its presentlycertificatedservicearea,at rates

comparableto thoseof theincumbentLECservingthearea.
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AmendingtheApplicant'scertificateto expandits serviceareawill servethepublic

interest. The Applicant is an establishedcompetitive local exchangecarrier in South

Carolina. Provisionof serviceby theApplicantin therequestedserviceareawill enhance

competitionin the Stateof SouthCarolinaby offering additionalserviceoptionsandhigh

servicequalityto SouthCarolinatelecommunicationsusers.

As demonstratedin theApplicant'sprior certificationproceedings,servicehistory,

andthe AnnualReportsthat are filed with the Commissionandthe Office of Regulatory

Staff by the Applicantand its parentcompanyon an annualbasis,the Applicanthasthe

technical,managerial,andfinancialresourcesnecessaryto provideservicein therequested

areas. The Applicant will provide serviceswhich meet the service standardsof the

Commission;theApplicant'sprovisionof servicewill not adverselyimpacttheavailability

of affordablelocal exchangeservice,and will not otherwiseadverselyimpact the public

interest;andtheApplicantwill supportuniversallyavailabletelephoneserviceat affordable

rates.

The Commission has previously granted the Applicant's request for flexible

regulation of its local exchange telecommunications services. See Commission Order No.

2003-41 in Docket No. 2002-355-C. The Applicant requests the same treatment for local

exchange telecommunications services provided in the expanded area for which it requests

certification.

The Applicant published a Notice of the Filing of the request in newspapers of

general circulation, as required by the Commission. The deadline to intervene in this matter

was November 21, 2011.



DOCKETNO. 2011-433-C- ORDERNO.2012-76
FEBRUARY 10,2012
PAGE4

The SouthCarolinaOffice of RegulatoryStaff ("ORS") is a statutoryparty to this

action. SeeS.C.CodeAnn. § 58-4-10(B). Fairfield'scounselhasconsultedwith counsel

for ORS,and ORS doesnot object to the relief requested,or to Fairfield's requestfor

expeditedreview.

No othercommentsor petitionsto intervenewerereceivedin responseto thenotice.

Thus,all interestedpersonshavebeenaffordedanopportunityfor ahearing,asrequiredby

S.C.CodeAnn. § 58-9-280(B),Section1-23-320(a)of the SouthCarolinaAdministrative

ProceduresAct, andconstitutionaldueprocess.Proceedingwithouta formalhearingin this

matterwouldservethepublic interestin administrativeefficiency.

The Commissionthereforegrantsexpeditedreviewof this matterandwaivesthe

usual formal evidentiaryhearing, ruling on the requestedrelief at the Commission's

regularly-scheduledpublicagendasession.TheCommissionfurthergrantstheApplicant's

requestedexpansionof authorityandflexibleregulation.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

John/E.Howard,Chairman

ATTEST:

(SEAL)


